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From Fr. Philip:
(From the AGM)

The answer to that question is “then YOU!”
When you were baptised, you took up the
pen of the Gospel and started writing a
whole new episode called something like
“The Acts of Helen” or “The Acts of Andy” or
“The Acts of ____” (fill the blank with your
own name.)
This is because you continue and develop
the story found in the Holy Gospel and of
Acts of the Apostles. In the Gospels and
Acts we find growth, setbacks, wonderful
events and what appears to be disaster. The
same is true in any Church Community.
The Church grows and people are added to
our numbers, people die or fall by the
wayside and the Church shrinks. Like in the
Gospels, though, we should notice growth
both in numbers and in holiness over a
longer period. Sometimes when the
congregation feels itself to be most
abandoned by God and the rest of the
Church they experience the greatest growth
and learn to trust God.

If you read the Scriptures you will often find
that they leave you feeling the need for
more. For example: Mark’s Gospel ends with
the women running away from the tomb, St
John’s Gospel ends by him telling us that he
only wrote down a tiny fraction of what might
have been said. Luke’s work – the Acts of
the Apostles – ends with St. Paul in Rome
teaching for two years.
You are left wanting to say “THEN WHAT!”
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for the running of the
Archdiocese.
b. The Bishop was due to come
to our parish last autumn but,
in the end, was not able to do
so. His Eminence is beginning
to make entries in his diary
again and we hope very much
that he will soon be with us
here.
c. An active Bishop will have us
all working hard for the
Kingdom of God: something
that we will all rejoice in.

Part of the Gospel, as The Evangelist
Matthew tells us in Chapter 28: 19 – 20, is to
go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe the commandments of
Christ and having with it the promise that the
Lord will always be with us.
Thus, though the Gospel and the Church is
maintained and paid for by its members its
purpose is to spread out from us to everyone
else. So when we look at our Church
community, our Temple, we need to have
this in mind. It is not a club, it is not ours, it
belongs to God, a holy offering, a beautiful
sign to those about us of the Love of God,
and His desire to draw everyone to Himself
in Love.

2. The Present:
a. We are still blessed in having
three priests, two Subdeacons,
a Reader, a proper Parish
Council and a core of very hard
working and generous people
who maintain the work and
purpose of the Church, the
buildings and gardens. None of
these people are paid more
than basic expenses for what
they do, and most have very
busy lives. This is great, but it
also puts huge pressure on

The Last year and Looking to the Future:
1. Bishop:
a. Our Bishop has been with us
for well over two years now.
The Charity which will help to
pay for the Archdiocese and its
work is almost in existence. Fr.
Philip is one of the Trustees.
We can begin to look forward
to having proper departments
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very few people. We need to
be on constant look out for the
possibility of new clergy in the
various parishes of
Lincolnshire and Worcester (as
well as the other parishes in
the Archdiocese).

and plates are washed and put
away, tea and coffee is served.
The choir is practising regularly
and has improved greatly. This
is great! We owe this very
small band of the same people
a great debt of gratitude.
3. Looking to the future:
a. I am still working full time in
work that is paid but not to do
with our parish. I am getting no
younger: this year I shall be
sixty. I keep saying that my
successor will need to be paid.
With every day that goes past
the time for my successor to
arrive grows nearer. If he is
married he will have family
commitments and will not be
able to work many hours a
week and have no days free. If
he is single it is still not right
that we should expect him to
do this as it prevents him from
having a clear mind.

b. Our parish administrator has
revolutionised administration
and is continuing to do so! This
has taken a lot of the burden
away from the priests and we
are very grateful to Catherine
Hall for this: bills are paid on
time and things get done as if
by magic. This is a wonderful
ministry – not everyone who
runs a church is a priest!

The parish Council MUST start
thinking how to begin to relieve
the clergy of paid secular work.
Otherwise the priest’s best
time, best energy, and best
thoughts go to his secular job.
Imagine how different things
would be if a priest was able to
spend 40 working hours on this
parish (and on top of that
taking services and enjoying
your

c. If you look round the Church,
inside the temple and in the
rooms you’ll find the grass
freshly mown, the borders filled
with flowers and well weeded,
the fence intact, the hedge cut,
the doors painted, the place
lacking litter, the temple
cleaned and polished, cups
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company) each week! The
things that could and would be
done! How quickly these
Parishes would grow! We
need to get planning and get
on with it.

such opportunities and I plan to
start a study group and have
pilgrimages to Romania,
Lebanon, the Holy Land, Athos
and places in U.K. over the
next few years. It would be a
shame to study alone or go
alone to these wonderful
places.
c. Volunteers. We need more
please! Both to do the tasks
that are already being done but
also to do new things. People
to take on teaching the
children, people to form a
study group, those who will
arrange and lead pilgrimages,
missioners, newsletter writers,
publicists, icnographers, and
evangelists and so on. Some
of the tasks are very simple:
like putting away the chairs at
the end of a liturgy, helping
with the garden, or washing up!
You need to wonder who it is
who does these things and
why YOU are not helping with
them.

b. One of the effects of having a
proper diocesan trust is that
they can buy and hold
property. The first property that
they will buy and hold will be
this building. The Church of
England has agreed to sell us
this church for a nominal
amount plus their legal fees as
well as our own. This will be an
enormous step forward in the
life of this parish. The TrustCharity has taken an age to
form but is nearly there.
4. Growth:
a. Numbers: We have grown in
numbers over the last year.
The Church mustn’t sit back
but needs to plan actively to
grow. How wonderful it would
be to say “There are now ten
Orthodox Churches in Lincoln”
as opposed to there being only
two.
b. Spiritual Growth: There have
been plenty of opportunities for
pilgrimages, courses, study
weekends, camps, travel
abroad, children’s groups etc.
but the truth is that hardly
anyone in this parish has taken
up these opportunities. In the
coming year there will be more

5. Finally a reminder that the Church is
not about personal importance,
making ourselves powerful, setting
yourself up as a shining light, pushing
your taste or bigotries onto others.
Rather it is about taking up your
heavy Cross each day and
sacrificially following Jesus Christ on
the Way. You will do this for your own
salvation and for the salvation of the
whole world. The Church is about
Jesus Christ.
6. God bless you!
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11th: Saturday. Great Vespers 6pm.
(Confessions).

Calendar for August 2018.
The Church will be open on
Wednesdays 2pm – 4pm during
August.

12th: SUNDAY 9.15am Matins. 10am
Divine Liturgy. 11th Sunday after
Pentecost. Afterfeast of the
Transfiguration. Tone 2.
14th: Tuesday 6pm The Dormition of
the Theotokos.
18th: Saturday. Great Vespers 6pm.
(Confessions).

1st August: Wednesday Church open
2pm – 4pm. Start of the Dormition
Fast.
2nd: Thursday 2pm-3pm: Choir
practice in the Hall and on each of the
Thursdays during August.
4th: Saturday. Great Vespers 6pm.
(Confessions).

19th: SUNDAY 9.15am Matins. 10am
Divine Liturgy. 12thSunday after
Pentecost. Afterfeast of the
Dormition Tone 3.
25th: Saturday. Great Vespers 6pm.
(Confessions).

5th: SUNDAY 9.15am Matins. 10am
Divine Liturgy. 10th Sunday after
Pentecost. Forefeast of the
Transfiguration. Tone 1.
6th: Monday. 10am Divine Liturgy.
Feast of the Transfiguration
8th: Wednesday 6pm: Divine
Liturgy. The Apostle Matthias.

26th: SUNDAY 9.15am Matins. 10am
Divine Liturgy. 13th Sunday after
Pentecost. Tone 4.
28th: Beheading of John the Baptist.
Divine Liturgy. 6pm.
1st September: Saturday. Great
Vespers 6pm. (Confessions).
2nd September: SUNDAY 9.15am
Matins. 10am Divine Liturgy. 14th
Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 5.
8th: Saturday Nativity of the
Theotokos. 9.30am Divine Liturgy.
As well as these services there are
services in our sister parishes as
follows:
All at 10.30am
5th: Louth Fr. Æethelwine
12th: Louth Archimandrite Philip
18th: Grimsby Archimandrite Philip
19th: Louth Fr. Alban
26th: Louth Typica / Fr. Alban TBA
26th: Worcester (10am) Archimandrite
Philip
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Foot Care: Every 10 weeks Emilia
Bonner if available for cheap foot
care. To raise funds for Church she is
limiting this to £15 per session.

The appointments are self-made by
writing on the list on the notice board
in the Narthex (the green room).
Any queries call Emilia 07557771796

Metropolitan SILOUAN
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/
Parish Priest: Fr. Philip, 01522 681791 email: Fr.Philip@gmx.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Philip
twitter.com/FrPhilip
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/comeandsee
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw
Assistant Priests: Fr. George, 01522 533854, fathergeorge@macace.net
Fr. Alban, 07397 220728, father.alban11@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Fr. Philip.
St Matthias Church Centre, Burton Road, Lincoln, LN1 3TX
Parish Website: www.allsaintslincs.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsLincoln/
www.facebook.com/COG.Lincoln
www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw
Safeguarding Officers for Lincoln, Louth and Grimsby Communities:
Emma Bonner and Svetlana Simpson (Assistant)
Kidnapped Bishops:
Pray, love, forgive!

Archbishop John, both of Aleppo in
Syria.
Don’t forget to pray and act for
peace.

Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan
PAUL are still missing.
Imagine if this was your street. How
would you feel? So pray for peace
and reconciliation.

It is now 5 years 4 months since the
tragic abduction by terrorists of their
Eminences Metropolitan Paul and
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are distributed to the needy. Please
keep them coming with items that are
non-perishable and easy to open and
eat.

The clothing donations are now
going to a central depot and not
directly to those in need so the parish
council decided not to continue with
collecting clothes but ask rather that
you take them to charity shops in your
area.

Data:
We need to confirm that everyone on
our mailing list has consented to be on
it. You receive our emails and these
Newsletters either because you are a
Church member, or because you have
previously requested information
about our news and events.

Next Month we will publish the
Annual Accounts (as this month
the main writing of this will be
before the AGM). However, the
accounts are on the Web site and
the notice board at the back of the
Church.

There is NO NEED to reply if you wish
to REMAIN on the list. However, if for
any reason you would rather NOT be
on our mailing list, please contact Fr.
Philip.
Please be reassured that you can
always be removed from this list at
any time and that we do not share
your data with other people (unless for
collecting Gift Aid) and we only have
the barest minimum data that you
yourself have given us.

Fr. Philip has been staying at
Bkifteen Monastery, near Tripoli,
Lebanon. Whilst he is there he will be
joining Fr. Hanania and Khr. Berta at
their daughter Elma’s wedding to
Richard. God grant them MANY
YEARS!

Food and Clothing Bank:
From John Parker:
The food donations are much
appreciated, and I continue to take
them to the Alive Church where they
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Children’s Space:

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Troparion - Tone 2
You went down to death, O Life
Immortal, You struck Hades dead with
the blazing light of Your divinity.
When You raised the dead from the
nether world, all the powers of heaven
cried out:
“O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory
be to You!”

1. What problem did the servant who
was brought to the king have?
2. What did the servant ask the king to
do? What did the king do?
3. Who did the servant see when he
left the king? What did he say to him?
4. What happened to the second
servant?
5. How did the king find out what
happened? What did he do?
6. What about you? God has forgiven
you for many sins. Have you forgiven
those around you for their few sins
against you?

Kontakion - Tone 2
You rose from the tomb, O almighty
Saviour, and Hades, seeing this
wonder, was stricken with fear; and
the dead arose.
Creation saw and rejoices with You,
and Adam exults.
And the world, my Saviour, sings Your
praises forever.
Icon colouring for August

Read: Matthew 18:23-35
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British Saints for August

she then travelled to Llechfaen, where
she was again thrown out of the
community. She did not find peace
until her arrival at Slwch Tump, where
the local lord gave her protection.
However, Eluned's pursuer found her.
When she ran from him, he chased
her down the hill and beheaded her,
her head rolled down the hill and hit a
stone; as in the story of Saint
Winefride, a healing spring burst from
that spot.
When the Normans arrived in the 11th
century, her well at Slwch was
associated with healing and other
miracles. Like many other such sites
the holy well and church of Eluned
were destroyed by the monsters of the
Reformation.
She has a fine well, now restored, at
Llanddew, a little to the north east of
Brecon town.

Saint Eluned: August 1
One of the many daughters of King
Brychan of Brycheiniog in South
Wales, Eluned became a Christian at
a young age. She rejected the
marriage proposals of a pagan prince
and, like many women of her time, ran
away to avoid being forced into the
relationship, she travelled first to Llan
Ddew where she was despised for her
dishevelled appearance while trying to
live a life of prayer; she was ousted by
the locals, then she moved on to
Llanfilo.
Here again she was ousted by the
inhabitants, on the pretext of thievery,

Saint Oswald Remembered on
August 5
Due to the politics royals often spent
time in exile in a kingdom other than
their own.
Oswald, a royal Northumbrian, spent
his exile in Iona. It is believed that
during his seventeen years of exile,
Saint Oswald received Christian
baptism at Iona and also learned the
Gaelic language. After the death of St
Edwin in 633, he returned to the north
east.
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In 634 Oswald gathered an army and
prepared to meet the forces of Penda
and Caedwalla at Heavenfield
(Hefenfelth), seven miles north of
Hexham.

The night before the battle, King
Oswald had a vision of Saint Columba
of Iona (June 9), who stretched his
cloak over the

sleeping soldiers and promised that
the Saxon army would defeat
Caedwalla the next day. Following the
battle, Oswald established his
authority in Northumbria and his right
to the title of Bretwalda (High King of
England). He was godfather to King
Cynegils of Wessex at his baptism,
and married his daughter of in 635. By
637, Oswald’s authority was
recognized by almost everyone.
For the next five years Britain was
blessed with a rare period of stability.
While governing his earthly realm,
Saint Oswald also laboured to attain a
heavenly crown and to bring his
people into the Kingdom of God.
Turning to the Celtic monks of Iona,
rather than the Roman clergy at
Canterbury, Oswald invited
missionaries to proclaim the Gospel to
his subjects.
He ruled for eight years before death
in battle at Oswestry where there is
now a holy well.

On the eve of the battle, Saint Oswald
set up a great wooden cross on the
field. With his own hands, the king
steadied the cross while his men filled
in the hole which had been dug for it.
Although only a few of his men were
Christians, Oswald ordered the army
to kneel and pray to the true and living
God to grant them victory.
“Let us now kneel down and pray to the
omnipotent and only true God, that He
will mercifully defend us from our proud
enemy,” he told them, “for He knows that
we fight in a just war in defence of our
lives and our country.”

A modern replica of this cross now
stands on the site, near the church of
Saint Oswald.
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